

















ONUMENTAL
MENACE...
Sirs:

I recently heard that
some clown plans to
make a park in Phoenix,
Arizona, in dedication of
(get this) draft dodgers,
protesters and cowards
that ran to Canada. This
is an outrage.

E. Stockert
dJackson, New

Jersey

On 15 December, the
Arizona Repulsive
(.. .er, Republic) ran an
article on the man who
intends to erect a
30-foot “memorial”’ to
Vietnam War protesters.
Terry Choate, formerly
a radio show announcer
and now a cab
company owner, is
portrayed as a right
wing Libertarian, but his
actions are leaning more
toward Jane Fonda than
Sam Steiger. I cannot
comprehend a man who
would build a pillar of
concrete, top it with a

_peace symbol, surround
it with flags of the
United States and
communist Vietnam,
and dedicate it to peace
protesters.

Terry Choate has yet
to build his monument
to cowardice. Such a
structure will need the
approval of the County
Attorney’s Office of
Maricopa County. To
voice your opinions on
this matter, please write:
Tom_Collins, County
Attorney, Maricopa
County, 101 W.
Jefferson, Phoeniz, AZ
85003.

Paul Doi
Phoenix, Arizona

For those readers
who are interested in
the story behind the
story, turn back to the
article in the March '86
issue, “Monumental
Cowards,” and check
out SOF’s nominations
for the Vietnam Victory
Memorial.
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I, SUSPENDING
ALL CIVIL RIGHTS IN
TRIS COONTRY. BUT
OF COURSE 1T’
ONLY... -

N SENTRY
REMOVAL...
Sirs;
dJust read the January 1986 Battle Blades column.
It was great. I am the proud owner of a Gurkha
kukri which I got from Atlanta Cutlery. | am
well-pleased with the $17.95 I spent for it. Thanks
for putting my head-hunter in the spotlight it
deserves.
Tom Coffman
Jacksonville, Florida

American military planners seem to have the
habit of worshiping the false goddesses Technica
and Exotica. They seem to think that the more
complex or unusual the weaponry, the more
effective in solving the soldier’s tactical problems. . .
even as far down as the problem of sentry removal.

I agree that the kukri is an effective tool for sentry
removal. What I don’t agree with is the need to go
halfway around the world to find the tool. An
effective device for the purpose of silently removing
sentries is right around the comer. The standard
military issue machete can be sharpened with a file,
-sharpening stone or rock and is heavy enough to do
the trick. If it can cut through vines and heavy
brush, it can do the same to a skull or spinal cord.

Dr. Ron Shaver
Las Vegas, Nevada

And to think we received such a tremendous
response on Gurkha kukris from an article on sentry
removal. Battle Blades fans will be happy to know
that Bill Bagwell will address the topic of kukris as
well as machetes in a future issue of SOF.

XPOSING
UNCLE SAM...
Sirs:

“POWs vs. Uncle Sam, A Sad
Saga of Forgotten Heroes” (SOF,
January '86) has been one of the
best articles I have read yet from
Soldier of Fortune. It is very
disheartening to read to what lengths
the government and military will go
to suppress and discredit the
integrity of servicemen concerning
the POW/MIAs. Where are
America’s priorities? How long are
the families going to have to wait for
an end to this nightmare?

David D. Brooks
Issaquah, Washington

The article on POW/MIAs was the
most shocking I've ever read. A lot
of people have asked me why [ am
so concermed about this situation.
They tell me that if there was
anything our government could do,
they would do it. Well, now I just let
them read your article and they sing
a different tune. I'm glad there are
people like SOF who write articles
on the truth about our POWs that
the government won't tell us.

Mark Felton
South St. Paul, Minnesota

OLD STEEL’S
OFFERINGS. ..
Sirs:

I consider Lynn Thompson’s
article, “Edged Weapon Arsenal”
(SOF, February '86) nothing more
than a paid advertisement for
something he sells. | am somewhat
surprised to hear him claim credit for
designing the traditional Japanese
blade but I appreciate his choice and
quality control so I'll let that pass.

The rest of the article is horse shit.
There is not to my knowledge a
usable machete made for real work
in the U.S. That corn knife is a
flimsy, cheap, blister-grabbing grass
cutter that will let you down every
time you really need it. The length
and shape is OK except that the end
should be squared and chisel -
sharpened to cut roots in holes. The
handle should wrap around since
the full tang leaves a ridge that will
yank blisters. The blade needs
added weight for that heavy
hardwood mountain brush. The first
time you hit a knot and that tlexible
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blade runs a real torque up your
already sore wrist, you’ll see what |
mean.

Billy J. Hall

Marietta, Oklahoma

We understand your problem with
a manufacturer reviewing his own
product. But please note that
Thompson didn’t test and evaluate
his knife; he was allowed to present
his argument that one knife won’t
do everything required of edged
tools and weapons carried to the
bush. This month’s Battle Blades
column, beginning on page 22,
features a test and evaluation of
Cold Steel’s tanto and a little bit
about the traditional Japanese blade
from which Lynn Thompson’s
weapon was patterned.

O BARE
ARMS...
Sirs: ’

It seems highly hypocritical to read
various articles and movie reviews
bemoaning the technical inaccuracies
of movies like Rambo or
Commando, and yet on the
following pages you print ads for
posters depicting women and
weapons in some very technically
inaccurate poses. Why is it that
photos of men in SOF are realistic,
outfitted in attire ‘appropriate to the
terrain, but the pictures of women
are so silly? Let's see more articles
about real women in the world of
weapons and war.

Elisabeth Clingman
Madison, Wisconsin

The poses of women in
advertising are not something we
control — companies using women
in their ads are interested in profits,
not realism. SOF’s article on women
in the Salvadoran army, however,
portrayed them in the field as they
really are (see “Salvadorenas at
War,” SOF, February 1985).

IND D
DEFECTIONS. ..
Sirs: :
Just read the December '85 SOF
and was quite amused by the results
of the reward offered to any Hind D
pilot defecting. Congratulations on
one of the slickest psywar ops ever
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Calgary, Alta, Canada IN SIGHT?...
Sirs:

Upon reading the September ’85
issue of Soldier of Fortune, we
became aware of your offer to pay
$1,000,000 to a pilot who defects to

- a non-communist country with an

Mi-24 Hind D attack helicopter. It is
of interest to us whether your offer
would equally apply to, say, a
Czechoslovak pilot defecting with
such a machine, or a Czechoslovak
pilot defecting with an Mi-24 from
the Sandinista government.
Jaroslav Capek
Vice-Chairman
Czechoslovak Federal
Council-in-Exile

At this point Publisher Robert K.
Brown has not opened the award to
other Hind defections. Only the
following conditions apply: The pilot
must be Nicaraguan, the ship must
be of Sandinista provenance, and it
must be the first one to be flown out
of Nicaragua. ;

ELCOME,
V'V BARRY...
Sirs:

I was pleased to see that you have
added Barry Sadler to your staff. 1
have been a reader of his Casca
series'since the first and have
enjoyed reading every one of the
series to date. His contributions can
only add to your already excellent
magazine.

R.D. Schlegel

Manhattan, Kansas

Regarding the escapades of
Dornaus & Dixon Enterprises Inc. of
Huntingon Beach, California: You
may wish to inform your readers
that any dissatisfied purchasers of
Bren Tens should voice their
complaints in writing to: Mr. Eric G.
Larson, Regional Chief Postal
Inspector, San Bruno, CA
94098-0100.

Philip R. Wagner
R&A Firearms Inc.
Canton, Ohio

My Bren Ten finally anived. It had
been ordered in August 1982.
Promises of timely delivery had been
made — and broken — time and
time again by the manufacturer. |
ordered a Bren Ten and waited a
long time for it, but it was weorth the
wait. True, it came with only one
10mm magazine (I ordered three),
and I did not receive my .22LR
conversion kit. But what [ have —
the Standard Model with a .45 ACP
conversion kit — is quality. I will
wait for the rest.

- I am not happy with the missed
shipping dates, but my mind now
rests easier knowing that Dornaus &
Dixon is manufacturing pistols. Yes,
it is possible, readers.

Mark Hunt
NRA Life Member

Continued on page 104
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SOF BULLSHIT

TERROR

IN BOULDER: Part I

Peace marchers rally
against SOF and carry a

coffin to protest our involvement

in Central America, but the staff didn’t
really care and Bob Brown went back to sleep. ..

by James L. Pate

ANE Fonda’s Workout. That’s what

they needed. Because somewhere near
the Anatomy Asylum in Boulder, Colo., the
loons lugging that damned coffin started
chuffing. They were dutifully relieved by
some other misguided but well-meaning
marchers in their five-mile, ragtag proces-
sion down Arapahoe Avenue to Soldier of
Fortune offices. Watching, I suddenly real-
ized what Lenin meant by ‘‘useful idiots.”’

‘‘Maybe they’re just trying to get in
shape,’’ observed SOF Executive Editor
Bill Guthrie. A Denver newspaper had
called to ask why such groups as Witness for
Peace, the Committee in Solidarity with the
People of El Salvador, the Peace Action
Network and the local Community in Ac-
tion were marching against SOF.

Pizza delivery. That was our one big wor-
ry. And it was high priority, close-hold in-
tel. Letting out info like that could disrupt
the entire editorial process. And these peo-
ple were obviously desperate. They would
do anything. Then Guthrie had a rare mental
lapse with the reporter. *‘It might make it
harder to get our pizza delivery,”’ he was
later quoted.

*‘They’ll be taking us seriously when we
get there,”” vowed one marcher. ‘‘We're
planning on having a funeral service out
front’’ to honor Nicaragua’s Sandinista sol-
diers, El Salvador’s Marxist guerrillas and
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civilians sympathetic to those causes, killed
in Central American fighting.

“I'll be very touched,”’ replied Guthrie
when he heard the sad news. **I’ll be sure to
wear my veil.”

So here they came, marching down Arap-
ahoe Avenue, which rolls out of Boulder
Canyon and eastward through the overhang-
ing maple boughs like some asphalt time
tunnel. And located on Boulder’s opposite
fringe at the other end of Arapahoe — right
around the corner from the Celestial Sea-
sonings Herbal Tea company — is Soldier
of Fortune. In between are a Californicated,
time-warped smorgasbord of services
guaranteed to choreograph your life-style
situations: the Holy Karmic Oneness Re-
treat, the Center for Holistic Dispute Reso-
lution, and the Naropa Institute, academic
game refuge for the 1950s poet Alan Gins-
burg. Local classifieds offer European wax-
ing by Lisa, Buddhism and Feminism,
Eagles and Energy, Stress Busters, Person-
alized Body Therapeutics Massage Center
and, oh yes, ‘‘we do data sheets.”” Wel-
come to the Land of Nirvanic Nod.

Guthrie tried to minimize the danger of
120 of Boulder’s hardcore peace creeps
marching on what in their myopic delusion
they imagined to be Boulder’s own Death
Star, publishing headquarters of the Dark
Forces and its spiritual leader, Robert K.

*‘Darth Vader’’ Brown. But I had seen this
Halloweenish street menagerie of scruffy,
(many) unwashed and (still) largely unem-
ployed 1960s throwbacks. Where had these
people been all these years? I looked around
for Rod Serling, hoping for any explanation
to the high weirdness unfolding in the Prom-
ised Land for the Yuppie’s Hip Trip to the
Used Lotus Lot of Fruits and Nuts. There
was none and I shuddered.

The only seriously considered response
to the march on SOF was going to be to
dress the editors in ‘‘conspicuously con-
servative business suits,’’ as one newspaper
later noted our attire, and have them rappel
out of a helicopter hovering over the office
as the marchers arrived and TV cameras
rolled. Dan Rather would be on our LZ for
sure. But the Boulder PD said no such thing
was allowed in the city limits. Might upset
the zoning karma. Besides, so serious a
response would have been ungenerous to
our home town.

*‘One of the good things we have done for
Boulder by failing to respond to any of this
is that -we are preventing Boulder from
being seen as any sillier place than it already
is,”” Guthrie told the reporter.

Then it got serious. The column of bald-
ing longhairs and matrons wearing home-
spun which was popular on urban college
campuses when they were young shuffled
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Never missing an issue
is as important as saving
money when you subscribe
to Soldier of Fortune!

Freedom fighters, soldiers of fortune and special
forces are making news all over the world every day
and only one publication is covering them in depth...
SOF. That's why tens of thousands of men like you
buy SOF every month at their newsstands or, at least,
they try to buy it every month! Often you miss an
issue here and there and as luck would have it it's
those issues you migs that are the ones you want the
most...an issue with the conclusion of a series you've
been following...an issue evaluating a new weapon

If you’re committed to SOF,
get your satisfaction, guaranteed!

The 9 soldiers of fortune shown on the opposite
page are typical of the people you meet in the pages
of SOF and, if you can name them correctly, chances
are you've had pretty good luck getting your issues of
SOF over the past year. (The answers are in the box
on this page.)

However, if you've missed one here or there,
chances are you've missed an issue of SOF here or

you're particularly interested in...an
issue that focuses on a hotspot
you think is especially important.

It's frustrating...but, face it, it
is avoidable.

You can have your cake
~ and eat it too!

If you're still buying SOF at a
newsstand, paying 3 bucks a
copy, STOP! Subscribe to SOF
now and you'll start getting SOF
delivered to your door or office like
clockwork...every month...and
you'll save money too. You'll never
‘miss an issue of SOF again and

If you read SOF every
month, you know these
9 Soldiers of Fortune are:
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umoug "y Moqoy *
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J93yb614 wopaaiy onjeg *
slueyo3 j9eydI -

sije)o)] 4939d *

meysuey |ned *
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there, too.

You wouldn't be reading SOF
right now if you weren't committed
to what we stand for. (Few people
read magazines that don't reflect
their points of view and we don't
blame them.) That means you're
committed to SOF's tough, practi-
cal stand on military matters and
are sincerely devoted to the princi-
ples of freedom and national
defense that SOF broadcasts for
all the world to hear.

So put it all together. Your
commitment...the guarantee of
never missing another issue of

"NOTHONOO

you won't be paying more than
you have to to keep up with the world of action in
SOF's pages.

Look at this: .

Subscribe to SOF for just one year and pay
about $2 for each issue. You'll save over $12 this year!

Get smart — make sure you get your cake, eat it
and save money while you're doing it!
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SOF ever again...the chance to
save lots of money..our Money-Back Guarantee if you
ever find yourself dissatisfied with SOF...and the con-
clusion is obvious:

Don’t Delay.

Subscribe to SOF...today.
Use the card now!
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Burmese frustration was underscored
most dramatically when on the night of 12
March some 500 troops threw diplomacy to
the wind. waded the waist-deep Moei and
tried to overrun Maw Po Kay from the rear
— from the Thai bank. An initial clash
erupted as the Burmese stumbled on a Thai
Border Patrol unit having breakfast. killing
two and wounding 17 of them. At that point.
Ma Po Kay's commander, Colonel Maung
Maung, decided two could play the same
game and ordered part of the garrison into
the Thai bush where they promptly routed
the Burmese. driving them back into Burma.

But if the Burmese army was frustrated
during the dry season. the coming of the
rains in May 1984 brought a surprise for the
Karens — a new readiness to hang in on the
border at the end of tenuous lines of com-
munication and maintain an on-off pressure
on KNLA bases by means of sporadic shell-
ing. All of a sudden a significant part of one
of Asia’s most effective guerrilla forces
found itself tied down in static defense of
bunkers and trenches.

Malaria, a perennial scourge in the rain-
sodden jungles along the border. took its toll
on both sides. Among the Karens at Maw Po
Kay it was running 15 percent of effectives
during the rains. In Burmese ranks. where
men from the plains have none of the natural
immunity of the hill people. the toll was far
higher — according to KNLA estimates,
around 25-30 percent with a steady attrition
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HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS
A Handbook for Investigators

by Ronald

Erlksen 2

Need 10 hunt somebody down?
The single finest book of 1ts kind —
better than manuals cosling more
than twice as much! It tells how to
track down any missing persons —
loan skips, runaways, bail jumpers,
fugitives, and more. How to use
ruses to get into httle-known re-
cords, and use this information to
find anyone, anywhere. This book
15 a tmust for professionals! 5% x
83, 96 pp, illustrated, soft
cover. $9.95.

unusual, the unique, and the diabolical. . .

we know.
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in deaths. Burmese morale suffered corre-
spondingly.

Since the end of the 1984-1985 dry sea-
son last May. Rangoon’s two-pronged
strategy has become a lot clearer. On the
one hand, along the border the army is hang-
ing in close against KNLA bases, disrupting
or entirely blocking off the trade in smug-
gled goods across the river and squeezing
the Karens financially. At the same time,
the real pressure has shifted back inland
where the regime is attempting to establish
control over the village population in Karen
areas which have traditionally supported the
KNLA. As things stood at the end of 1985,
Rangoon appeared to have legitimate claims
of relative successes in both areas.

The effect on trade during the ongoing
fighting and the Burmese presence on the
border has been devastating. In 1980 taxa-
tion of the two-way black market trade on
the border was netting the KNU a massive
monthly revenue of approximately 7 million
kyat (or about U.S. $875.000 at the official
exchange rate). Today that has shrunk to
almost zero. Since the height of the 1984
border fighting income at Wang Kha. the
Karen's biggest trading post and an impor-
tant KNLA base. has dropped from an aver-
age preoffensive figure of 100,000 kyat per
day to nothing. The Karen movement is
living on its savings.

Where the military stand-off along the
Moei has not deterred traders, Burmese

SHADOWING AND SURVEILLANCE
A Complete Guidebook
by Burt Rapp

This is no romanticized “James Bond” book — what it
is is a nitty-gritty how-to book on the real life realities of
shadowing, tailing, spying and surveillance. It covers
tailing on foot, automobile tailing, stakeouts, and
photographic surveillance. The emphasis is on practice!
Decoys, disguise and deception, one-man and team
surveillance, and even a chapter on how to shake a tail!
5% x 8%, 130 pp, llustrated, soft cover. $98.95

The Best Book Catalog in The World

Free with the order of any book.

We offer the very finest in controversial and unusual books.
The Loompanics Unlimited Book Catalog is an important
source for anarchists, survivalists, iconoclasts, sell-liberators,
mercenaries, investigators, self-actualizers, libertarians, drop-
outs, debunkers, black marketeers, researchers, and just plain
anyone interested in the strange, the useful, the oddball, the

Large 82 x 11 sizel Nearly 200 illustrated pages! More than 500
ot the most controvarsial and unusual books ever printed! Our
catalog is FREE with the order of any book In thls ad — $2.00 if City
ordered separately. Send for it today. You wlll be very pleased,

SEARCH
by Askin and Oskam

An excellent addition to any
pro’s investigative and “miss-
ing persons" library, this com-
prehensive book is useful for
nearly any type of skip-tracing
investigation. It covers setting
guidelines for a search, how to
use official records to find
people, obtaining Privileged
information, federal and state
laws regarding searches, get-
ting resuits from newspaper
ads, little-known sources of
information and how to get
into them, and much more.
One of the finest books of its type ever written, Search
belongs on the shelf of every investigator. 6 x 9, 330 pp,
hard cover. $15.95.

SEARCH

troops have wrned to more direct methods,
specifically massacring groups of unarmed
porters carrying smuggled goods along the
jungle trails. In late June and early July
1985, men of the 44th LID’s 6th Battalion
operating between the KNLA base of Phalu
and the government-held town of Kaw-
kareik were responsible for two such mas-
sacres, according to survivors. On the first
occasion 12 porters were gunned down and
a further 14 were killed on the second.

Controlling the Karen population in guer-
rilla zones away from the border has hinged
mainly on a strategic hamlet-type program
that sees army units concentrating villagers
into larger settlements, fencing them off and
imposing classic food and movement con-
trol measures. As KNLA sources told SOF,
the program has affected guerrilla contacts
with the villagers to some degree. but it has
failed conspicuously to win any hearts or
minds for Rangoon-style socialism.

The indiscipline of Burmese troops in
ethnic minority areas has long been noto-
rious, involving pilfering of livestock,
abuse of local women and most seriously
the pressing of men into unpaid porter ser-
vice with army units that often involves
accompanying troops into combat. Casual-
ties among the porters are common. Not
surprisingly, the Burmese soldiers are about
as popular as bubonic plague. In Karen
country the result has been a sharply
stepped-up exodus of refugees into Thai-

SCIENCE AGAINST CRIME
by R.E. Stockdale

This handsome book
reveals the inside se-
crets of how modern
technology is harnes-
sed against the endless
ingenuity of the law-
breaker. Criminal iden-
tification, forensic
medicine, toxicology,
bailistics, forgery, fin-
gerprints, and much
more are covered in
professional detail.
Many photographs are * .
included. 9 x 10, 182 pp, liiusirated, hard cover, $12.65.

LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED
P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA 98368

Please send mae the following titles:

UNDERCOVER WORK
A Complete Handbook
by Burt Repp
A no-nonsense guide to the shadowy world of
undercover operations. A step-by-step how-to-do-it
manual on recruiting agents, training them, and running
your own “spy shop!" How to infiltrate undercover
agents, establishing and backstopping cover, how to
avoid the pitfalls, and controversial aspects.of the job.
Case histories are included in this easy-to-read
professional manual. 5% x 8%, 130 pp, glossary, soft
cover. $9.95.

SOF76

Name SuU B-TOC'T/;L
Address $2.00 Shipping

and Halnpd‘::ng $2.00
State Zip TOTAL
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Similar Knife
Selling For *99.95

& THE ULTIMATE - %>
Sling-Shot

» SURVIVORKNIFE

Incredible survival
Knife Kit contains
everything you
need to survive.

ur Price On! R
29.95 i
29 FEATURES IN ALL

1. 10%" overall length blade. 2. 5" length chromium vanadivm
molybdenum stainless steel, with sow teeth. 3. Anodized handle. 4.
With hollow. 5. For the survival kit, block cap with compass. 6. And
subjection bond. 7. The handie kit is inside a capsule printed with
MORSE CODE. 8. Water-proof and wind-proof phosphorus matches
together a striker. 9. Adhesive dressings On the second one there
are some adhesive opplications. 10. A small scope!. 11. A lighter
tlint. 12. A pencil. 13. Needle nylon line. 14. Salety pins. 15. Fishing
accessories with fish hooks, fishing line and sinkers. 16. The rigid

All This For Onl s29.9

Order No. ¥704 (Olive Green) Order No. V 705 {Block)

e ° Lucky Street
== | Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. | & ¢
Zatotog VISA, M.C., AM. EXP. & C.O.D. Fayette, Mo.

WuhOrder | TOLL FREE o'4nomy 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 (ex1. 60 | 65248

Plus *2.00
Postage & Handling

sheoth, 17. Polyomide made with belt hanger. 18. Hove the
following particulars: Pligble fark for slingshot. 19. Clipper wire-
cutter ond scrowdriver on the leg. 20. Sharpening stone. 21. Inside
the Sheoth, one stainless steel small box with o signal mirror. 22.
latex tubes. 23. To compose the slingshot and o fishing harpoon. 24,
With subjection bond canopener. 25, Screwdriver. 26, Coplifter. 27.
And shackle wrench. 28. Whistle. 29. Wiresaw: Two bars for the
sow fit on the outside of the handle. Order by mail from:

;VISA/M.C./Am.EX. "5, -TOLL FREE-24 hrs:800-824-
%7388: AK/HI. 800-824-7919-0pr.72

uY FACTORY DIRECT!

SILENT POWERFUL,ACCU
, pests. Target, plinking, thrilli

ONnus

age EACH pd,

94 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

MUST SEE TO BELIEVE! 1‘2 »
Y
G M

¥ Buy 17/4%; only$ PPd! %
RATE, hits like bullet!
ng sport! Astound friends! Compressed
reath gives amazing power! Pierces 4" plywood!Rugged .38 cal.
aluminum, 135 steel darts, carry case, instructions. L-piece,models:
¥ 9 ft. Indoor Mini-gun (not for hunung:) 20 ft. range $9.97: 4%’ ft.
Compact,220' range $11.97! 5%’ Popular, 300’ $12.97!6' Magnum 350’
$13.97! 8'Super-Mag (2-pc.) 450’ $22.97! Add $3.00! for above Take-
Down Camo models! Extra darts $3.50/100! $5. !
u guns_get 600 darts!sling! quiver! patches!muzzle guard!
Targetsicarty box (522 [reebies)! Buy 3 SAME+cleaning rod+9001$32 T
freebies!Buy 4 SAME+ 1100+ Mini-gun!$51 free!Buy 5 SAME+ 1300+ S
free 7th gun!$65 free!Buy 6 SAME+ 1600!free 8th gun! Add %1.95post-
un! 30-day moneyback if not delighted!
in ug%mg we 1l replace! HOUSE OF WEAPONS, INC. Box 794-SF
tah 84603.Send cash,check,Visa.MC. Buy 17/5% onl
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and the plastic that covers most modern
assault rifles. The furniture on my test rifle
was covered with clear vamish, but the
production series will feature a more prac-
tical oil finish. The wood-to-metal fit can
best be described as generously oversize.
The metal buttplate contains a storage
trap which holds a conventional AK clean-
ing kit, used in conjunction with cleaning
rod attached to the barrel’s underside.
The buttstock is too short for American
shooters, but an optional, longer buttstock
is available. The pistol grip housing
torques visibly when twisted and needs to
be more securely mounted to the receiver
body.

Sight configuration also remains as be-
fore. The AKS 223 rear sight is a sliding
tangent type with an open U-shaped
notch. It’s adjustable only for elevation
out to 800 meters, but don’t think for one
moment that it's in the same league with
the 800-meter sight on the M16A2. The
300-meter battle sight position to the rear

" of the 100-meter notch is marked ““0.”

The hooded front sight is a threaded post
type, adjustable for elevation zero with a
Kalashnikov combo tool. Windage adjust-
ment is accomplished by sliding the front
sight in its dovetail.

The rear sling swivel is somewhat flimsy
and mounted for the parade ground, not
combat, on the bottom of the buttstock. A
wire rod attached to the left side of the gas
block serves as a front sling swivel. A stan-
dard ComBloc sling is provided, as well as
the buttstock cleaning kit, plastic oil bottle,
bayonet (with no wire-cutting capability)
and three magazines (one blocked to hold
only five rounds).

A 30-round all-steel magazine is stan-
dard, but my sample held only 28 car-
tridges due to a burr inside the magazine
body. Its follower serves as a bolt hold-
open after the last round has been fired.
However, when the magazine is with-
drawn, the bolt group will fly forward. This
dubious feature should be eliminated,
since it serves only to impede removal of
empty magazines. The raised portion of
the magazine follower also scuffs easily as
the bolt rides across its surface. In fact, the
entire magazine needs to be redesigned,
in my opinion. While heavier and more
substantial than the M16 magazine, bolt-
over-base stoppages were encountered
all too frequently. | think the magazine
interfaces with the chamber’s axis at an
incorrect angle. Both the 35- and 50-
round Galil and 30-round Valmet maga-
zines can be used in the AKS 223 without
modification, but with only marginal re-
liability. But — surprise! — offsetting this
problem is the availability of a drum that
actually works.

Developed with a 75-round capacity for
the new 7.62x39mm PRC Type 81
assault rifle/squad machine gun family
(watch for an exclusive evaluation in a
future issue of SOF), the drum and
weapons system were adopted by the
Armed Forces of PRC in 1984 after three
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chute battalion, Algeria also maintains up to
a dozen desert commando units who are
trained for a variety of ops in that sea of
sand.

Sudan’s 144th Parachute Battalion repre-
sents that country's unconventional warfare
capability, and within that unit is a LRRP
detachment which also functions as the
national anti-terrorist unit. Although details
are classified, this Sudanese unit carried out
a classic hostage-rescue mission which
would have made the SAS, Delta. GSG-9,
or any other Western hostage rescue unit
proud.

There’s little doubt that the quality of
these Islamic elite units varies greatly from
country to country. A few — the Sultan of
Oman’s special forces, Syrian commandos,
the Jordanian special forces and the Paki-
stani SSG — are true elites by anyone’s
standards. Others can only be considered
elite when compared to the standard of the
rest of their country’s military forces — in
some instances little more than an armed
rabble.

Strategic planners as well as U.S. combat
troops had better take them all seriously,
either as potential alhies or adversaries, if
they expect any kind of military success in
the Middle East.

After all, they do have the home court
advantage. R

TERROR IN BOULDER

Continued from page 32

running away. So much for so-called pcace-
ful intent. As it turned out. neither the staff
nor most of the news media could hear much
of their electronically amplified propagan-
da. Their cant was drowned by heavy equip-
ment being used by a construction crew
putting a new roof on SOF headquarters.
Now act one of this little circus is over.
Act two will surely follow as congressional
authorization for humanitarian aid to
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters is scheduled
to expire in March. President Reagan is
expected to ask Congress for a renewal of
military aid. Capitol Hill observers think
Reagan may have the votes he needs in the
Democrat-controlled House of Representa-
tives, especially after House Democrats
were sorely embarrassed in 1984 by Nicara-
gua’s President Daniel Ortega. The day af-
ter Congress repealed military aid to the
anti-Sandinista guerrillas, Ortega flew to
visit his ideological mentors in Moscow to
ask for an increase in Soviet military aid.
Topping the hidden agenda of the peace
movement in the United States is their num-
ber-one priority: to preserve the Soviet
toehold in Nicaragua at all costs and nurture
it into a solidly established presence so it
can serve as an expanding base of opera-
tions to forcibly export Marxist revolution
to other parts of Latin America. Immediate
targets include EI Salvador. Guatemala,
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